HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

author was a Parsee and not a Hindu.    He calls himself
Karman-sri-Karmana.    Now it is hardly conceivable, how it
could enter one's head to call himself Karman "the blessed,"
unless one be a Parsee.    The Paulisa Siddhanta, although not
procurable   now-a-days,   is   much   better   known   than  the
Romaka, being largely quoted by several astronomers and
their commentators : it stood manifestly  in  high favour as
late as the date of Alberuni   and was, barring the Sphuta
Brahma-Siddhanta, the only Siddhanta, he could procure for
himself (vide Reinaud, pp.  334 et seq).    The name of the
author Pulisa (it has been corrected by some lepidmn caput as
Pulastya!) points clearly to a foreigner, a Greek or a Roman.
Alberuni calls him Paules, the Greek and gives the name
of  his   birth-place   in   a form,   which   seems corrupt    His
testimony of course is the testimony of Hindu astronomers
of his time, and there is not the slightest reason to doubt its
accuracy.    Weber has made the suggestion that Pulisa the
Greek may be identical with Paulus Alexandrinus, the author
of an astrological  work  of  the  title  of ,Eisagoge.    In this
Eisagoge,  so  he  argues  (Ind.   Stud.   II,  p.  260),  there  is
a passage, which agrees "almost literally" with the one found in
a modern   Hindu book on  Nativity, the Hayana-ratna, by
a certain Balabhadra.    Weber's surmise is scarcely admissible.
For the passage alluded to will be found in all works on
Nativity, because it is a simple emimeration of the mansions
and their lords,    Besides there is  no  indication  that  Bala-
bhadra has taken this passage from Pulisa, which must be
established before  any conclusion can be drawn.    But that
Pulisa was a Greek, we do not doubt for a moment, notwith-
standing that the Pulisa-Siddhanta judging from quotations
rather numerous, is so thoroughly Hinduised that few or no
traces of its Greek origin are left    It may be set down as a
trace of foreign Influence that Pulisa calls "solar" (saura} time,
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